
DIGGING 

DEEPER 2013 

GETTING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE 



DIGGING DEEPER 2013 



PART 1 



1. WHAT DOES JAMES 5:16-18 TELL US ABOUT ELIJAH? 

4
 

1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 

James 5:16-18 The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 
 

17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he 
prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the 
earth by the space of three years and six months.  And he prayed 
again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her 
fruit. – KJV 

James 5:16-18 The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 

 

17 Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it 

would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a 

half years. Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and 

the earth produced its crops. - NIV 



2. WHEN IT SAYS IN JAMES 5:17 HE WAS SUBJECT TO “LIKE 

PASSIONS” WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
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1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 

Look up “passion” (C - homoiopathes) in Vines (you might also like to look 

up A2 “pathos” and from there  “Affection” (pathos)) 

 

homoiopathes -   NT:3663, "of like feelings or affections"  

 

pathos - NT:3806 see AFFECTION, A, No. 1. 

 

AFFECTION -  pathos, from pascho, "to suffer," primarily 

denotes whatever one suffers or experiences in any way; 

hence, "an affection of the mind, a passionate desire." 



3 WHAT DOES HIS NAME “ELIJAH” MEAN?  
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1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 

Young’s – “God is Jah” or “God 

Himself” 

 

Strong’s – H452 – “God of Jehovah” 

Look this up in Young’s concordance and Strong’s 

concordance. 

Name is a combination of two Hebrew words – “God” (El) and “Jah” 

(Jah) (Jah is sometimes written as Jehovah or  the Lord) 

 

Hence best translation is “[whose] God [is] Jah “  (ie the Lord)   (see 

S&G) 

 

His name draws our attention to the central element of his ministry  

     – to declare to Israel that Jehovah is God. 

 

For his ministry to be effective, this principle needed to be true in his 

life. 



4. HOW DOES HE REFER TO THE LORD? 
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1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 

1 Kings 17:1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, 

"As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will 

be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my 

word.“ - (NIV) 

The God of Israel 

 

Who lives 

 

Israel had reached a place where they did not know the Lord, they 

needed to understand that He is the “God of Israel” and that “He 

lives”, (The contest with the prophets of Baal showed that the Lord 

lives where as Baal does not  – 1 Kings 18:27) 

 

For Elijah personally he had to know not only in principle but also in 

practice that the Lord lives and hears and answers prayer 



5. WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF “DEW AND RAIN”? 
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1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 

Look up “dew” and “rain” in a bible 

dictionary 

IVP Bible Dictionary 



PART 2 



Part 2 – Significance of standing 
before the Lord 

1 Kings 17:1  And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, 
said to Ahab,"As the Lord God of Israel lives, before 
whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these 
years, except at my word." – NKJV 

1 Kings 17:1  Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to 
Ahab, "As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, whom I 
serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next 
few years except at my word.“ - NIV 



Roman Numerals (Used in Wilsons) 
Romans used letters to represent numbers:- 

i=1,     v=5,    x=10,    l=50     c=100,  

These are combined to produce other numbers:- 

1 = i 20 = xx 90 = xc

2 = ii 21 = xxi ….

3 = iii .. 100 = c

4 = iv 24 = xxiv

5 = v …

6 = vi 40 = xl

7 = vii …

8 = viii 50 = l

9 = ix 51 = li

10 = x …

11 = xi 60 = lx

etc
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7. Look up “stand” in Wilson’s “Old Testament Word Studies” 

12 1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 

Stand  



7. Look up “stand” in Wilson’s “Old Testament Word Studies” 

13 1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 

1 Implies not only that one stands in a place but also that he comes to 
stand there - to take a stand, to place oneself (i.e. the will and time is 
involved – DCF added). 
 

2 The place where one stands is in relationship with something or 
someone, hence – to stand upon, or near, or by, or for i.e. to succour 
or defend, to stand over, to be set over, to stand upon, i.e. to confide 
in. (DCF summary) 
 

3 To stand before, usually to serve, to minister, e.g. to a king, or minister; 
so to stand before Jehovah is said of priests and Levites, and of 
prophets. 
 

4 To stand i.e. to stand firm, to persist, to endure, to persevere.  
 

5 To stand still, to stop, to stay, to remain in a place. 



8.  Who do we read of standing before the Lord in Gen 18:8? (Gen 18:1 
indicates it was the Lord) 

14 1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 

Gen 18:1-8  The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while 
he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 
Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he 
saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and 
bowed low to the ground. He said, "If I have found favour in your 
eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. Let a little water be 
brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this 
tree. Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and 
then go on your way — now that you have come to your servant." 
"Very well," they answered, "do as you say.” So Abraham hurried into 
the tent to Sarah. "Quick," he said, "get three seahs of fine flour and 
knead it and bake some bread.” Then he ran to the herd and selected 
a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare 
it. 8 He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been 
prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near 
them under a tree. (NIV) 



9.  What did Abraham do when he stood before the Lord in Gen 18:8? 

15 1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 

Waited in order to serve 



10.  Where do we find Abraham in Gen 18:22? 

16 1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 

Gen 18:22 The men turned away and went towards Sodom, but Abraham 
remained standing before the Lord. (NIV) 



11.  What is the outcome of Abraham standing before the Lord Gen 18:22-
32? 

17 1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 

He could intercede for the people of Sodom & Gomorah 

Summary. 
 

Abraham was a man who stood before the Lord. 
 
Standing before the Lord will involve a willingness to wait in 
order to serve Him. 
 
We need to continue to stand before Him 
 
By continuing to stand before the Lord we make ourselves 
available for the Lord to use in intercession. 



12.  Are there pre-conditions to standing before the Lord? 

18 1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 

Jer 15:19  Therefore this is what the Lord says: "If you repent, I will restore you 
that you may serve me; if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, you 
will be my spokesman. Let this people turn to you, but you must not 
turn to them. (NIV) 

Jer 35:18-19  Then Jeremiah said to the family of the Recabites, "This is what 
the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: 'You have obeyed the 
command of your forefather Jonadab and have followed all his 
instructions and have done everything he ordered.' 

 
19 Therefore, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, 
says: 'Jonadab son of Recab shall never fail to have a man to serve 
me.'“ (NIV) 

Summary - to stand before the Lord we need to be: Right with the Lord, obedient, faithful 



13.  Who could not stand? 

19 1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 

Men of Beth Shemesh had looked into the Arc which was forbidden 

1 Sam 6:19-20  But God struck down some of the men of Beth Shemesh, putting seventy 
of them to death because they had looked into the ark of the Lord. The 
people mourned because of the heavy blow the Lord had dealt them, 

 
20 and the men of Beth Shemesh asked, "Who can stand in the presence 
of the Lord, this holy God? To whom will the ark go up from here?” 

Ezra 9:15 O Lord, God of Israel, you are righteous! We are left this day as a 
remnant. Here we are before you in our guilt, though because of it not 
one of us can stand in your presence. (NIV) 

Summary – sin & disobedience (presumption) mean we cannot stand before the Lord 
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