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1. WHAT DOES JAMES 5:16-18 TELL US ABOUT ELIJAH?

James 5:16-18 The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he
prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the
earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed
again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her

fruit. — KJV

James 5:16-18 The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.

17 Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it
would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a
half years. Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and
the earth produced its crops. - NIV

1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah



2. WHEN IT SAYS IN JAMES 5:17 HE WAS SUBJECT TO “LIKE
PASSIONS” WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Look up “passion” (C - homoiopathes) in Vines (you might also like to look
up A2 “pathos” and from there “Affection” (pathos))

homoiopathes - NT:3663, "of like feelings or affections”
pathos - NT:3806 see AFFECTION, A, No. 1.
AFFECTION - pathos, from pascho, "to suffer,” primarily

denotes whatever one suffers or experiences in any way;,
hence, "an affection of the mind, a passionate desire."

1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah



3 WHAT DOES HIS NAME “ELIJAH” MEAN?

Look this up in Young’s concordance and Strong’s
concordance.

Young's — “God is Jah” or “God
Himself”

Strong’s — H452 — “God of Jehovah”
Name is a combination of two Hebrew words — “God” (El) and “Jah”

(Jah) (Jah is sometimes written as Jehovah or the Lord)

Hence best translation is “[whose] God [is] Jah “ (ie the Lord) (see
S&G)

His name draws our attention to the central element of his ministry
— to declare to Israel that Jehovah is God.

. Fg_g rgli,sh ministry to be effective, this principle needed to be true in his
mgis :1 - Elijal

ITe.




4. HOW DOES HE REFER TO THE LORD?

1 Kings 17:1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab,
"As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, whom | serve, there will
be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my

word.” - (NIV)

The God of Israel

Who lives

Israel had reached a place where they did not know the Lord, they
needed to understand that He is the “God of Israel” and that “He
lives”, (The contest with the prophets of Baal showed that the Lord

lives where as Baal does not — 1 Kings 18:27)

For Elijah personally he had to know not only in principle but also in
practice that the Lord lives and hears and answers prayer

1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah



5. WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF “DEW AND RAIN"?

Look up “dew” and “rain” in a bible

dictinnarv .

general term is matar, combined
eSem, a violent downpour (1 Ki.
, to suggest torrential rains
m, a rainstorm (Is. 25:4;

sometimes wi
18:41; Ezr. 10:9,
(Zc. 10:1; Jb. 37:6);
28:2; 32:2:"Hab. "3:10;
accompanied by hail (Is. 28:2
are the r¢bibim, ‘showers’ (Dt. 322; Ps. 65:10; Je.
3:3; 14:22; Mi. 5:7), and résisim, a ‘raim<mist’ (Ct.
5:2). Seasonal rainfall, yéreh and moreh,
rains’, and malgés, ‘the latter rains’, are a .
ence to the onset and termination of the rain
season (Dt. 11:14; Jb. 29:23; Ho. 6:3; Joel 2237
Zc. 10:1f.; Jas. 5:7).

Frequently the term matar indicates that tifs
source of blessing to man comes from God him-
self, from the heavens. The Baalim were eqrly
associated with the springs, wells and streams, B
Yahweh was the rain-giver (Je. 14:22), for can ‘an)
among the false gods of the nations . .. bring
rain?” This challenge was vindicated by Elijah
before the priests of Baal (1 Ki. 18: 17-40). Heaven
is thus invoked for rainfall (Ps. 72:6), and its

hlaccinac ara nAmecmne~d  ools

1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah

I\VP Bible Dictionary

joys described by the psalmist (Ps. 65:12-13). Be-
tween April and early May, the ‘latter rains’ de-
scribe the last showers at the close of the rainy
season (Am. 4:7).

Modern scholars agree that no climatic change
has occurred within historic times. See J. W.
Gregory, ‘The Habitable Globe: Palestine and
the Stability of Climate in Modern Times’, Geog.
Journ. 76, 1947, pp. 487ff.; W. C. Lowdermilk,
Palestine, Land of Promise, 1944, pp. 82ff.;
A. Reifenberg, The Struggle between the Desert
and the Sown, 1956, pp. 20-24; N. Shalem, ‘La
Stabilitt du Climat en Palestine’, Proc. Desert
Research, UNESCO, 1953, pp. 153-175. This
does not_mnses ; ave G
pations in climate, but they have no
great enough to influence civilizations materiall}
Prolonged droughts such as those recorded in
1 Ki. 17:7; Je. 17:8; Joel 1:10-12, 17-20, indicate
their disastrous effects, especially when there is
no dew to compensate the lack of rainfall (2 Sa.
1:21; 1 Ki. 17:1; Hag. 1:10). (*CLouD; *Dgw:
* PALESTINE.) J.M.H.

RAINBOWFhess-isnaspecialwoTd for rainbow
in Heb. The ordinary word for war-bow (Heb.







Part 2 — Significance of standing
before the Lord

1 Kings 17:1 And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead,
said to Ahab,"As the Lord God of Israel lives, before
whom | stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these
years, except at my word." — NKJV

1 Kings 17:1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to
Ahab, "As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, whom |
serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next
few years except at my word.” - NIV




Roman Numerals (Used in Wilsons)

Romans used letters to represent numbers:-
i=1, v=5, x=10, (=50 ¢=100,

These are combined to produce other numbers:-

1 = 20 =Xxx 90 = XC
2 =1 21 = Xxxi

3 = . 100 =c
4 =1V 24 = XXIV

5 =V

6 = Vi 40 =xl

7 = Vii

8 = VIII 50 =1

9 = IX 51 = li

10 =X

11 = XI 60 = X

etc




7. Look up “stand” in Wilson’s “Old Testament Word Studies”

: 3 XV, 8. 7a| vLla. 12 d| _ xxxv. 10,
10 D to stand erect, as hair of a person affrighted. PIEL fut. xvii. 6. 12e| vi20. 12 b | Ezra ii. 63,
A . : " xvii. 9. 7b| ix.27.8 12 ¢ il 2.
11 MY to continue, to endure ; to set up again, to restore, relieve ; xviii. 18. 12d| x. 23 4d| iii.9.
xyiii, 14, 7b| xii.7,16. 4d| ix15. Stand
to set up oneself, to stand erect. HITHPALEL fus. Xix. 17, 4d| xiv.9. 123l x10.
Si..§ . s . 18, 21. 1 i. 21, 22. 12d .13,
12 DY to stand: it implies not only that one already stands in a iiii,%.zl ]§ ‘i i 3, 3,2%. 12 e s
xxvi. 15. 12 e | xvii 8, 51. 12 d | Neh. vii. 8.
lace, but also that he comes to stand th?re, g-d. to et on. 14| s 128 Vi, 65.
tal stand, or place oneself. The place in or upon xxxiil. 8, 21. 7a| xix, 20. 12 g Viil. 4, 4
which onesbagds is put with 2, oftener with 52 to stand oty sl’b_ }3 5 :;1,‘{.61‘3'{' el 1% d rxlugs
. : xxxiv. 5. 4d|28am.i.9. 12c¢| ix.3,4.
upon, or near; to d by or for, i.e to succour.or XXV 90 12 0 550. 124| ixs
defend, to stand over, to over, to stand upon, 7.e. Lev. ix. 5. 12d| ii, 23, 25, 28. 12d| xii 89.
to confide in. To stand before, ust to serve, to minis- ;i"x’}ligf} . E g il,"zal 13 g Esxtlt]x %ioi’. 4
ter, e.g. to a king or minister ; t; % xxvi. 1. 7 e| xviil.4.
Sty €-9..%0. § ‘orministery 610 slalYetore Jo xxvi, 87 13k | xviil, 30, 30.
hovah is said of the priests and Levites, and of pro s xxvii. 14, 17, 13d
12d
12

To stand, <.e. to stand firm, to persist, to endure, opp. N}Té_i‘ 5.
to fall, to perish ; to continue; to stand before any one, xi. 16.

to bear up against him, to resist him ; seq. 1 to persist, 2d lii'i.. 15, 16.
to persevere in anything ; once with acc. Ezek. xvii. 14, }gg z]’;l 2151'
to stand to it, comp. Esth. iii. 4, “ whether Mordecai’s lgg v'i'i'i'%g'ss
matters would stand,” %.e. whether he would persist in i 22, #g 21;3‘, 19, 20.
: : i. xii. 6, 8.
that course. To stand, ¢.e. to stand SFIH., to stop, opp. xii, 24, 26, 12d | xiil 1, 94, 24, 25,
to.go on, to proceed ; to stay, to remain in a place, seq. xxiil. g, %? ; g 28.
3, %9, NN and abs. in any state and condition, seg. 2. Txvii. 3, 21, 2d xv"'_l' 1
2 N XXX. 4, 4. ad| xix 11
"1‘0 stand, {.e. to sta.x.md up, to.nse up, to arise; Lxx. Ixx. 5, 9. 3sd| xix.1s.
avloTnue: seg. YY to rise up against any one. Once this xxx. 7, 7. 1Nd | xxii 9.
word occurs of doubtful signification in Ezek. xxix. 7. oy }},’ 1 : ]x(:‘:,lgsmu 1.
Our translation is according to the Hebrew text, yet Doty };% N
the Lxx. has ovvéxAaoas, which meaning may be ob- iv. 10. 12a| iii 21 . 8.
tained by a transposition of the letters RIYHM (for va:'.gl.l. }% 2 1.“9}21’5}%5_ %ég :::,‘;;132
INY MY s $ v. 81, 12 ¢ v. 11, 16. 12 a XXxX. 7.
nIRYM), thou brea.kest,. or m.a.dest all their loins to vil. 94.a adl visl 12d| xxxiii 9, 11.
tremble. KAL ®pret. binf. ¢imp. dfut, e part. Poel, 1x.82. lgg viii. 9. 12d| xxxv,2. e |
HIPHIL fpret. &fuf. 2709 m. standing. '1DPR m, <) ési; A 1;.41574. 121236 lilx\:‘.vs;jl' |
i k 777 : xvii, 12. el x0. 12 xix, 2.
standing, *n10Y f. id. vl . b XL 12d| L
ise up : . i xviii. 7. 12 e| xi.l4. 12 ¢ xvi. 7.
13 DY toriseup; .to set oneself, to stand ; #rop. to stand firm, to o o B 130 Tamiys;
be established, to stand out, to endure; to stand out xxiii. 25, 25. 13 & xviii. 17, 28. lzg %xxxii.l.
. B . xxiv. 11. 12 xiii. 3, 8. 12 XXXix. 28.
befox;e, :o resist any one ; to remain, seg. b to any one; g 8.12 " }; a 1 Chreacet 39. 12 e 1xxxix. 48,
8eq. ? of person st i i xxvii. 12, 18, xxi. 1. 12 xciv. 16.
d- {7OL DS 0 5 %o stand up. for f‘ny Olfe’ in his behalf, xxix. 10. 7b| xxi. 15, 16. 12 e civ.6.
to stand by him. KAL *pret. ®inf. cimp. ¢ fut, Hi- xxix. 15. lg e ii 31;. 123 cvi. 23.
> xxxi. 15. 1 xxviii. 2. 18 cvi, 80.
PHIL ¢pret.  ©3p Ch. PAL !fut. spart. HOPHAL b pres. Josh. i. b.a 4d!2Chron.iii.13. 12 e| cvil 8.y

1 KINgS 1/:1 - Elljan



7. Look up “stand” in Wilson’s “Old Testament Word Studies”

1 Implies not only that one stands in a place but also that he comes to
stand there - to take a stand, to place oneself (i.e. the will and time is
involved — DCF added).

2 The place where one stands is in relationship with something or
someone, hence — to stand upon, or near, or by, or for i.e. to succour
or defend, to stand over, to be set over, to stand upon, i.e. to confide
in. (DCF summary)

3 To stand before, usually to serve, to minister, e.g. to a king, or minister;
so to stand before Jehovah is said of priests and Levites, and of
prophets.

4 To stand i.e. to stand firm, to persist, to endure, to persevere.

5 To stand still, to stop, to stay, to remain in a place.

1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah

13




8. Who do we read of standing before the Lord in Gen 18:8? (Gen 18:1
indicates it was the Lord)

Gen 18:1-8 The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while
he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day.
Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he
saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and
bowed low to the ground. He said, "If | have found favour in your
eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. Let a little water be
brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this
tree. Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and
then go on your way — now that you have come to your servant."
"Very well," they answered, "do as you say.” So Abraham hurried into
the tent to Sarah. "Quick," he said, "get three seahs of fine flour and
knead it and bake some bread.” Then he ran to the herd and selected
a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare
it. 8 He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been
prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near
them under a tree. (NIV)

1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah

14




9. What did Abraham do when he stood before the Lord in Gen 18:8?

Waited in order to serve

1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah

15




10. Where do we find Abraham in Gen 18:227

Gen 18:22 The men turned away and went towards Sodom, but Abraham
remained standing before the Lord. (NIV)

1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah

16




11. What is the outcome of Abraham standing before the Lord Gen 18:22-
327

He could intercede for the people of Sodom & Gomorah

Summary.
Abraham was a man who stood before the Lord.

Standing before the Lord will involve a willingness to wait in
order to serve Him.

We need to continue to stand before Him

By continuing to stand before the Lord we make ourselves
available for the Lord to use in intercession.

1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah

17




12. Are there pre-conditions to standing before the Lord?

Jer 15:19 Therefore this is what the Lord says: "If you repent, | will restore you
that you may serve me; if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, you

will be my spokesman. Let this people turn to you, but you must not
turn to them. (NIV)

Jer 35:18-19 Then Jeremiah said to the family of the Recabites, "This is what
the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: 'You have obeyed the
command of your forefather Jonadab and have followed all his
instructions and have done everything he ordered.'

19 Therefore, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel,

says: 'Jonadab son of Recab shall never fail to have a man to serve
me.'“ (NIV)

Summary - to stand before the Lord we need to be: Right with the Lord, obedient, faithful

1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 18



13. Who could not stand?

1 Sam 6:19-20 But God struck down some of the men of Beth Shemesh, putting seventy
of them to death because they had looked into the ark of the Lord. The
people mourned because of the heavy blow the Lord had dealt them,

20 and the men of Beth Shemesh asked, "Who can stand in the presence
of the Lord, this holy God? To whom will the ark go up from here?”

Men of Beth Shemesh had looked into the Arc which was forbidden

Ezra 9:15 O Lord, God of Israel, you are righteous! We are left this day as a
remnant. Here we are before you in our guilt, though because of it not
one of us can stand in your presence. (NIV)

Summary — sin & disobedience (presumption) mean we cannot stand before the Lord

1 Kings 17:1 - Elijah 19
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